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Dear Students and Parents,  
 
Below is the Advanced Academics Summer Reading assignment for 8th grade ELA within Hutto ISD.  Students 
are responsible for reading George Orwell’s 1984.  The theme for the first semester of 8th grade is “The Hero’s 
Journey”, coupled with dystopian society.  Students will be required to read an additional novel, in class, with 
the same thematic structure.  Reading 1984 will properly prepare students for the ideas, discussions, and 
socratic seminars we will have within our Advanced Academics classrooms. 
 

Summer Reading Rationale:  
Thorough and thoughtful completion of the study guide will prepare students to do the following:  

1. Review major literary elements to be covered throughout the year  
2. Participate in class discussions and activities related to the novel  

3. Understand and interpret complex literature and monitor their own comprehension  
4. Take a novel test over author information, characters, plot, setting, themes, and motifs  

 
Grading Related to Summer Assignment 

Assignment Due Date Type of Grade 

Part A, Part B, Part C First day of school 3 separate Daily grades 

1984 Assessment  First week of school Test Grade 

 
The Summer Reading Assignment consists of 3 parts:  
 

Part A- Comprehension 
I.) Annotations in the form of a Dialectical Journal: 
See attached instructions 
 

Part B- Extension 
 

Epilogue:  
Write an epilogue of approximately 1 ½ to 2 pages. This should be written 
as if it is at least ten years after the end of the novel. The definition of an 
epilogue is a short passage added to the end of a literary work which can 
explain what eventually happens to the main character(s). 
 
A typed epilogue is preferred: 14pt font, Times New Roman, double spaced. 



Part C- Creativity 
 

 Choice project (select ONE from below) 
A. Sing me a pretty song 

 
The themes of 1984 are prevalent in all forms of human expression, and many songs cite 1984 was a direct or 
indirect influence on why an artist wrote a song and what message a band is trying to communicate. For 
example, listen to Radiohead’s “2+2=5.” Find two songs that, directly or indirectly, represent the themes of 
1984. Print out lyrics and annotate/analyze how this song is influenced by or in conversation with 1984. 
Analysis should be in paragraph form but you should also show your textual annotations on your lyrics. Make 
sure you cite the lyrics you’re talking about! 
 
     B. People Magazine.  
 
Create a magazine inspired by the novel.  Magazines should be at least 5 pages.  They must include 3 articles 
(student written)  that discuss the novel in some way, and two advertisements (student created).  
 
     C. Comic Strip 
 
Create a comic strip depicting the entire novel or a chapter from the novel.  Be sure to use purposeful color, 
images, and dialogue balloons with at least 3 direct quotations from the novel. Comic strip should include a 
minimum of 10 frames.  
 
Review 
See attached review for the test you will take during the first week of school.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 



Dialectical Journal Instructions 
Assignment: 
In order to keep track of your thoughts, questions, and responses as you read, you will keep a dialectical journal. The 
purpose of the journal is to track your thoughts of important passages as you read. You will use the journal to connect 
with, question, clarify, respond to, consider, critique, and remember what is read. This will allow you to deepen your 
understanding of the novel, and prepare for conversations about the text later on. 
 

Before you start, make sure you read all instructions and closely examine the example as well as the attached sentence 
stems for the annotation symbols. 
 
Directions: 
In order to create your dialectical journal, you have a few options. You may use a composition notebook, pieces of 
notebook paper stapled together, or you may copy the attached template for as many pages as you need. 
 

- If using a composition notebook or notebook paper, divide your paper into two columns to look like the attached 
example. 

- Title the left-hand column “quotes”. You are required to find ten quotes per part (there are 3 parts total) and 
write a commentary for each one. 

- Title the right-hand column “commentary”. 
 

As you read each part of 1984, selectively note passages of interest to you. (10 per part) 
From those passages, choose one to five sentences that seem significant or meaningful in the left column. 

- Write the part and page number in parentheses after each quoted passage you select. 
- As soon as you take a note, move to the right-hand column and write your commentary for one of the attached 

annotations. There are sentence stems available to help you get started. Make sure before your commentary, you 
draw the symbol of the annotation you are using. There is an example on the following page. 

- All commentary must be written in complete sentences. 
 

Dialectical Journal Example 
 

Below is an example of what your journal should look like. This example includes quotes from The Help by Kathryn 
Stockett. Notice how the commentary explains an inference based on the quote. Choose the quotes carefully so that you 
are able to write meaningful commentary.  
 

Quotes Commentary 

“They kind a favor except Mae Mobley so fat. She ain’t 
gone be no beauty queen. I think it bother Miss Leefolt, 
but Mae Mobley my special baby.” (ch. 1 pg. 2) 

* This part of the text is important because it reveals to the 
reader that Miss Leefolt is a superficial person who values 
looks. It also reveals the difference in how Miss Leefolt 
sees her daughter versus how Aibileen sees her. 

“They’d charge us with integration violation - I read about 
it in the paper all the time - they despise the whites that 
meet with the coloreds to help with the civil rights 
movement. This has nothing to do with integration, but 
why else would we be meeting?” (ch. 11 pg. 169-170) 

… I can clarify that by “integration violation,” Skeeter 
means that there were laws preventing whites and African 
Americans from mingling the way she and Aibileen are. 
This also gives us more understanding as to why Aibileen 
is so nervous to be meeting with Skeeter. 

 

On the next page, there is a full list of the annotation symbols and the sentence stems that may be used for them in the commentary 
column. 



Sentence Stems for Annotations 
 

 
Symbol  Use to:  Sentence Stems 

+  Make Connections  This text applies to my life because… 
This text/quote reminds me of…. 
I connected to this text because…. 

?  Ask Questions  I am confused by…. 
I have a question about... 
I still wonder about… 
I question the author’s motives/purpose because... 
 

...  Clarify  This will vary depending on what you are paraphrasing. Be sure to use 
your own words to restate something in the text. This is different from a 
summary! This should be used to restate something that might be 
confusing or perhaps language or figures of speech that might not be 
commonplace now. 

*  Mark important 
points/ powerful 
words/phrases 

particularly 
regarding 

characterization 

This part of the text is important because it reveals…..about (character 
name) 
The phrase, “insert phrase here” is important because it shows the 
reader that (character name) is ……. 
The phrase, “insert phrase here” is important to the story because…  

✓  Observe author’s 
craft 

The language in paragraph/sentence… stands out because… 
The diction the author uses in paragraph/sentence...stands out because.. 
The diction the author uses in paragraph/sentence...affects the 
tone/mood by... 

➔   Respond  I agree/disagree with the author about….because… 
The characters’ actions in paragraph/chapter...made me feel…. 

  Predict  The author uses foreshadowing when he/she writes... “insert 
paraphrase/quote here” 
The author uses foreshadowing to imply that “insert prediction” will 
happen 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1984 - Dialectical Journal 
 

 

Quote  Commentary 

  

  

  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1984 Test Review 
Part One 
1. Who is Winston Smith? 
2. Who is Big Brother? 
3. What are the four Ministries, and what is the purpose of each? 
4. What does Winston begin doing in Ch. 1 that could result in his death? 
5. Who is O’Brien, and what is the memory/dream Winston has of him? 
6. What is doublethink? 
7. What is Winston’s job, and why is it essential to the Party? 
8. Who is the girl with the dark hair that Winston keeps seeing? 
9. Describe the proles and the way they live. 
10. Briefly summarize the history of the Party and the story of Jones, Aaronson, and Rutherford (Ch. VII). 
11. Who is Mr. Charrington? What does Winston buy on his second trip to Mr. Charrington’s shop, and what is the 
significance of this item (what draws Winston to it?)? 
 
Part Two 
1. Briefly describe the events that follow Julia’s confession of her feelings for Winston. 
2. Briefly describe Julia’s personality and political ideas. 
3. What memory does Winston have of his mother and sister? What is the significance of this memory? 
4. Why does Winston begin to envy the proles? 
5. What does O’Brien do that shocks Winston and Julia when they first start talking to him at his house? 
6. What are Winston and Julia trying to accomplish during their meeting with O’Brien? What do they promise to do? 
7. What is Hate Week? 
8. List three of the most important ideas in “the book” (the one O’Brien sends to Winston in Ch. IX) 
9. How are Winston and Julia discovered? 
 
Part Three 
1. What is the difference between the way the proles and the Party members behave in jail? What do you 
think is the reason behind this difference? 
2. What role does O’Brien play in Winston’s interrogation? 
3. What does O’Brien say is wrong with Winston? 
4. Briefly summarize what O’Brien says about power in Ch. III. 
5. What is room 101? Describe what happens when Winston goes to room 101. Why is this significant? 
6. How has Winston’s life changed since his release? 
7. Describe what happens when Winston and Julia see each other again. 
8. What do you think the last sentence of the novel (before the appendix) means? What are the implications for Winston? 
 
Possible Essay Topics:  
While you are reading, keep the following themes in mind. You will be required to write an essay involving one them 
when you return to school. 

■ The systematic dehumanization of people 
■ The evils of totalitarianism 
■ Examples of language being used in the book to manipulate and control people 
■ The failure of love 
■ The weakness of the individual when confronted with the power of the government 


